
EAGLE LAKE DCOL CREW              

 Bible Study Resources 2017 

 



DCOL CREW   

 Bible Study Resources 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Why do we study the Bible? 

 

Expectations 

 

How to study the Bible 

 

Tool: Context 

 

Tool: Verse Analysis 

 

Tool: Word Study 

 

Background 

3 

 

5 

 

6 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 



DCOL CREW                         

Bible Study 2017 

WHY DO WE STUDY THE BIBLE 

Dear Crew, 

 

Our heart for you is this: That you may know the power, the beauty the transforming power of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our ultimate goal is not for you to be a better person, or work harder, or smile more. Our goal is always that you would 

know Jesus in a fresh and new way.  

When we TRULY know Jesus and experience Him– He will transform us and we will be full of newness and freedom. 

 

 

As we study the Bible, it is not about making a list and chart of what to do and not to do. If we succumb to that, we 

have missed the bigger story. It is about discovering and gazing upon who God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are.   

As we discover who God is, Our hope is that He will transform our desires so that walking in obedience is a joy rather 

than a to-do.  

May we all be transformed by knowing HIM. 

-Your Crew Leaders 

3 

“We spend so much time trying to put sin to death that we don't spend enough time striving to know God deeply,         

trying to gaze upon the wonder of Jesus Christ and have that transform our affections to the point where our love and 

hope are steadfastly on Christ.”  

― Matt Chandler, The Explicit Gospel 
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WHY DO WE STUDY THE BIBLE 

WHO IS THE STORY ABOUT? 
 

The Bible is about God, not about us. That is important to have as a foundation when we approach the scriptures.  The 

questions we must ask are, “What is this saying about God?” “How does this play into the BIGGER story He is telling?” 

“How do I respond to this truth about Him?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERPRETATION 
As we interpret what the Bible is saying, we must remember there is a RIGHT interpretation. When the author wrote 

this text they wrote it with intended meaning. We don’t get to decide what that meaning is or what it means to me, 

but instead we get to discover what the author was trying to say.  

 

 

 

“You can’t take Philippians 4:13 and make it mean you can do anything you want. That’s not what Paul is saying. In 

context, he is saying, ‘I’ve learned to be content when I received everything I want; I learned to be content when I got 

nothing I wanted. I can do either one by the power of Christ.’”  -Matt Chandler 
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“When you take a book that is meant to show you the beauties and realities of Christ and say, ‘This book is 

about me’ and you beg to seek out you in a book about God, of course you're going to be frustrated. Of 

course you’re going to crap out [on reading it] pretty often… Of course it’s not going to take root because 

you are looking at something about you and instead it’s telling you something about God and so there is a 

disjoint that keeps us from diving back in back in because when all said and done we’re not really interested 

in who He is.” -Matt Chandler 

Our goal is to grasp the meaning of the text God has intended. We do not create meaning out of a text; 

rather we seek to find the meaning that is already there (from Grasping God’s Word). 
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EXPECTATIONS 
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1. COME HAVING READ THE CHAPTER FOR THE DAY 
We ask that you would invest YOUR TIME into your Bible study each day. If you feel stuck, 

overwhelmed or confused, ask your counselor for help. You will get out how much you put in!  

2. COME READY TO SHARE WHAT GOD HAS TAUGHT YOU 
God speaks to us individually and corporately. There are going to be things that stand out to you that 

other people don’t notice. If we don’t share what God has shown us, other people miss out on seeing 

who God is more fully. You may feel shy and uncertain about sharing. We’re going to challenge you to 

step out of your comfort zone so that other people don’t miss out on hearing what God has spoken to 

you! 

3. COME READY TO LISTEN TO WHAT OTHERS HAVE LEARNED 
Just like God has shown you things, he has also shown other people things as well! We want to make 

sure we make room to listen. Bible study isn’t always about us being heard, but hearing others. Make 

sure that you are not only sharing but also attentively listening. Others might have different opinions 

than you. That’s okay! Ask questions. Try understand where the other people are coming from. 

4. COME WITH 2 OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS 
Your counselor will spend a lot of time coming up with questions to cultivate discussion, but it’s not 

just their job! Our expectation is that you come up with TWO questions that cannot be answered with 

just a “yes” or “no.” Create TWO questions that can spark discussion based on the passage studied. 

With your Bible study, brainstorm any additional expectations you want to have. 
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 HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

PRAYER 
It is God who reveals His word to us. Therefore we should always approach the Scriptures in a posture of prayerful 

humility and longing. Ask God to: 

 Incline you entirely to His Word. 

 Open your eyes to see the beautiful wonders of Christ and the glories of the gospel. 

 Unite your heart to fear His name, knowing that your desires are ever divided. 
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READING 
The first step of study is to simply read the passage a few times to get an idea of the content, context and flow. 

OBSERVATIONS 
What do you see? 

Observation lays the groundwork for all subsequent study. Cutting corners in this step can cause the entire process to 

unravel. 

What are you observing? Everything. Your goal is not to determine what is and is not significant. Everything is 

significant. Observation is kind of like panning for gold. Your goal is to dig up as much as possible and allow the later 

processes to sift the gold. 

1. Mark up the passage. Don’t be afraid to write in your Bible. Circle, underline and highlight. Write in the margins. 

Get creative.  

2. List 2-3 overarching themes you see in the passage.  

3. List at least two observations per verse. The more the merrier.  

4. Write down questions to think through in the step of interpretation. 

 Taken from www.thevillagechurch.net 
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INTERPRETATION 
What does this mean? 

Your observations will most likely lead to interesting and challenging questions about the text. The step of 

interpretation allows you to sift through the various observations in order to provide answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider the context. (Page 7) Compare multiple translations (ESV, NASB, NIV, HCSB). (Page 8) Look up key words. 

(Page 9) Check out cross-references to see how this passage relates to others. (Page 9) 

When stumped, list out all the various options and pros and cons of each. After due consideration, use supplemental 

resources such as the ESV Study Bible or commentaries for helpful insights and background information. 

Don’t stop until you have considered how this passage fits into the overarching redemptive plan of God – the 

gospel. How does this passage relate to the person and work of Christ? What does this show us about God’s 

character? 

WHO IS... 

...the author? 

...the audience? 

...being discussed? 

...accomplishing the action? 

WHERE IS... 

...the author? 

...the audience? 

...the action taking place? 

WHAT IS THE... 

...meaning of this word? 

...significance of this phrase? 

...implication of this statement? 

WHY DID THE AUTHOR... 

...choose this word? 

...include this phrase? 

...use this command? 

...connect these ideas? 

 Taken from www.thevillagechurch.net 
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 HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
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APPLICATION 
What do I do with it? 
Bible study is incomplete until you have thought through how to apply the particular passage to your life. Some 

passages will be more readily applicable than others, but all Scripture is useful and helpful (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  

List out a number of potential applications. To get started, here are a few questions to consider: 

 Is there an example for you to follow? 

 Is there a sin to repent of and/or avoid? 

 Is there a promise to trust? 

 Is there a prayer to repeat? 

 Is there a command to obey? 

 Is there a condition to meet? 

 Is there a verse to memorize? 

 Is there an erroneous view exposed? 

Actions always come out of the heart. Application should not start merely with action, but rather start in the heart 

and move to action. 

Application is not: “I need to be more patient.” 

Application would ask: What is going on in your heart that you are unwilling to surrender your time to the Lord? Are 

the idols in your life, such as your time or being in control, that you are serving instead of God? Are you trying to be 

lord over your own life? What steps do you need to take to reconcile these things and surrender your time and your 

life to the Lord? Be specific with these steps, but remember there is always a heart issue behind an action. 

 Taken from www.thevillagechurch.net 
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CONTEXT 

HISTORICAL-CULTURAL CONTEXT 

There are multiple aspects to understanding the context of a passage. First we must realize that these words were 

written to people in a different time and culture than us.  We must keep this in mind, otherwise we will read things 

into the passage that were never intended or miss meaning that was always intended. 

Questions to ask: 

9 

1. Who was the author? 

2. What was his background? 

3. When did he write and for what purpose? 

4. What kind of relationship did he have with the 
audience? 

  

5. Who was the biblical audience and what were their 
circumstances? 

6. How was their relationship to God? 

7. What kind of relationship did they have with each 
other? 

8. What was happening at the time the book was written 
(culturally, politically, etc.)? 

To find this information you can use tools such as Bible handbooks, introductions in a study Bible, commentaries, 

dictionaries, biblical maps and more. 

LITERARY CONTEXT 

Just like you read different types of literature in English class, the Bible contains different types of literature.  The OT 

has narrative, law, poetry, prophecy and wisdom genres. The NT has gospels, history, parables, letters and apocalyptic 

genres. 

As we look at the literary context we want the surrounding passage, book and whole Bible to interpret the verse we 

are reading. 

1. Identify the genre of what you are reading. 

2. Look to the immediate passage to give understanding/context. 

3. Look to cross references, similar genre books and other passages in scripture to see what the whole Bible says 

about that verse. 

As we interpret scripture we must realize that scripture interprets scripture. If you have questions about the passage 

you are studying, look to other areas of the Bible to see if scripture will interpret itself. You can do this through cross 

references and word studies. 
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VERSE ANALYSIS 

This is a great way to start analyzing scripture.  Verse analysis will help you slow down and really focus on a verse from 

the passage.  Use these steps to really dig into just a few words.  

 A.  Pray. Ask God for wisdom, guidance, and an open heart.  

 B. Read the verse at least three times, in different versions (NIV, ESV, NASB, The Message, etc.), if possible.  

 C. What is the context of the immediate paragraph?  Chapter?  Book? 

 D. Then, do one or more of the following: 

 1. Ask questions (who, what, where, why, why, and how).  Some of these questions are answered from 

these verses and some are not. 

 2. Paraphrase the verse.  Put the verse in your own words.   

  3. Note what the verse is NOT saying. 

 4. Identify what you believe is the “key” word and explain why it’s so important. Define this “key” word.  

     Study where this word is used in Scripture.  Use a regular dictionary and a Bible dictionary. 

 5. Find cross-references. 

 6. Give an example of how this verse is lived out or not lived out.  It can be from your own life, someone else’s 

      life, or a biblical character example. 

 7. Create an illustration of the verse with a word picture or drawing. 

  8. Apply your five senses to the verse. Taste, touch, smell, sight, and hearing.  Do you sense anything new by 

     imagining yourself in this scene or situation? 

  9. What are some possible applications for this verse?  How does it relate to your life? 

  10. Write out a prayer to God using this verse.  Offer that prayer to God. 

  11. Read a commentary on this verse and write down some notes.  

 12. Memorize the verse. 

10 
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WORD STUDY 

Do you love pepperoni pizza?  Do you love Jesus?  In the English language, there is only one word to express love.  But 

there are three different words in Greek!  When reading through the Bible, it is important to know what certain words 

mean.  In fact, the Bible was written in three different languages: Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. 

 

 When Jesus asks Peter if he loves him at the end of the Gospel of John, Peter seems to answer the question 

saying yes.  But as you study the word “love,” you realize the conversation between Jesus and Peter is not as simple 

as it reads.  Jesus asks Peter twice, “Do you agapao me? (love=active love believers are to have for God, each other, 

and even enemies) but Peter answers, “Yes, Lord, you know that I phileo you.” (love=to have affection and regard of a 

very high order).  There is a difference between thinking highly of someone and loving them enough to do something 

about it! 

 

 Use this study as a guide to know what is being said in its original language, today’s language,  

 and its other uses. 

 1. Look for a key word in a chapter or a word that is repeated.  It might be a word that is used in common 

     language but that has lost its original Biblical meaning, like hope or love. 

 2. First, look it up in a dictionary.  Alongside the definition also note the part of speech. 

 3. Next, look it up in its original language using Vine’s. This is excellent at relating what the word meant in its 

     day, and explains at length the roots of the word. Ask a counselor if you are unsure how to do this.  

 4. Then use a concordance (like Strong’s, or most study Bibles have concordances in the back) to find other 

     verses with that word.  

 5. Next, take some time to find and cross reference synonyms and antonyms. 

 

11 



Day Camp On Location  

CREW 
Bible Study—Philippians 

Christ Is Better 

Summer 2017 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 



  

Who wrote it? - Paul 

When was it written? –  est. 62 AD 

Where was it written? – From prison but not sure which prison it was in. Scholars believe it was most likely in 

Rome. 

Who is Paul? 

       Background: Born as a Roman Citizen in Tarsus, a very culturally Greek city. He was born in a 

     wealthy family as a Roman citizen. Growing up in Tarsus gave Paul the opportunity to 

      learn the Greek culture, language and teachings. His family being wealthy tentmak-

      ers and Roman citizens he often was exposed to high  ranking Roman officials, Ro

      man practices and customs, Jews were rarely given status of Roman citizens 

Religion:        The Pharisees believed in following the laws of Moses with exact detail 

 Raised as a Jewish Pharisee, Paul was trained from the age of 5 in the laws and com 

- mandments 

Education:     He started his teaching at a very young age and then moved to Jerusalem to contin-

     ue his education when he was 13. He studied under one of the great Rabbis of the 

     day: Gamaliel I. There he was taught the classic Hebrew teachings as well as a wide 

     range of Greek philosophy 

Overall            Paul had amazing exposure to Roman, Jewish and Greek culture and teachings as   

     well as a valuable craft for the day in tent making. It’s amazing to see how the Lord 

      used all of this after his conversion.  With all of his knowledge and experience Paul 

      was able to use this in his special calling to bring the Gospel to Gentiles (non-Jewish 

      people). 
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BACKGROUND OF PHILIPPIAPIANS 



Paul’s Conversion 

Acts 9 

Paul in Philippi 

Paul went to Philippi on his 1st and 2nd missionary journeys 

Acts 16 depicts two events on his second missionary journey 

Philippian Church 

First church that Paul founded in Europe 

Trials of Paul 

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 

Acts  

9:20-25, 28-30,  

13: 48-52 

14: 5-6 

19-20 

16: 19-40 

17: 5-10 

17:13-14 

20:3 

21: 27 

24: 1 

 

 

 

Overall Theme: Encouragement to believers to keep pushing forward despite what 

we’re going through, using Jesus as our ultimate example and knowing that God is 

the One giving us strength to keep moving, because Christ is better than anything 

else this world has to offer.  



Philippians 1 (NIV) 

 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together 

with the overseers and deacons: 

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I 

have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defend-

ing and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace 

with me.  

 

 

 

To Live is Christ 

GUIDING QEUSTIONS? 

What is the gospel? Why is it worth giving every part of our life up for?  

 

How does Paul see suffering as useful for the gospel? Who else in the bible suffered through trials?  

 

How can Paul rejoice so frequently in his circumstance?  

OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: 

Observation Challenge:  

List all the ways Paul describes himself:  

 

 

How does Paul describe God? 

 

 

How does Paul describe the Philippian 

Church?  

 

 

How does Paul describe “rivals” of the 

church?  



8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection 

of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may 

abound more and more in knowledge and depth of in-

sight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and 

may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,11 filled with 

the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—

to the glory and praise of God. 

Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel 

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what 

has happened to me has actually served to advance the gos-

pel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole 

palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for 

Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers 

and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all 

the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, 

but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, 

knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gos-

pel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not 

sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me 

while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The im-

portant thing is that in every way, whether from false mo-

tives or true, Christ is preached.  

Verse 14 

Why does seeing Paul in chains produce 

confidence? 

 

 Verses 9– 11 

What does Paul Pray for the church? 

What is his prayer composed of?  



Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through 

your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliver-

ance.20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 

ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as al-

ways Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 

death 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  And 

because of this I rejoice. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, 

this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I 

do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to de-

part and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is 

more necessary for you that I remain in the 

body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I 

will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the 

faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your 

boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 

Life Worthy of the Gospel 

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner wor-

thy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 

or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you 

stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together a one for the 

faith of the gospel  

Verse 21 

What does this statement mean? 

Looking at your own life, do you em-

body this statement? How would your 

life look different if you did?  

Verses 27-30 

Integrity Cross Reference: Philippians 

2:14-15 

Verse 18 

What causes Paul to rejoice?  



28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 

you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but 

that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been 

granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, 

but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the 

same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

Message version of 29 “There is more 

to life than trusting Christ. There is also 

suffering for Him. And the suffering is a 

much a gift as the Trusting” 

What does this mean? 

How can suffering be a gift? 

 

 

Cross reference—Romans 5:3-4 

The Gospel Cross Reference: Romans 3:21-26 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has 

been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testi-

fy. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew 

and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented 

Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of 

his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demon-

strate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had 

left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it 

to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as 

to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus.  

Romans 3:21-26 lays out the gospel and 

the hope that is found when we accept 

and live in the grace that has been granted 

to us in Christ sacrifice.  

What is the Gospel?  

What hope is found in the gospel?  



WHAT ARE TEN OBSERVATIONS YOU HAVE FROM THIS CHAPTER? 

WHAT ARE ONE OR TWO THEMES YOU SEE THIS CHAPTER? 

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY ABOUT WHO GOD IS? 

HOW DO WE RESPOND TO WHO HE IS? 

YOUR TWO OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS TO BRING TO BIBLE STUDY: 

SUMMARY 



Philippians 2 (NIV) 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being unit-

ed with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common 

sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compas-

sion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain con-

ceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not 

looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests 

of the others. 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same 

mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God,  

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to 

his own advantage; 

 

 

How can you put others above your-

self in one way this week?  

 

Christ’s Humility and Our Obedience 

GUIDING QUESTIONS? 

What is humility? What produces it?  

 

What does Paul teach about unity?  

 

What will set us apart from the world?  

QUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Define Selfish Ambition 

 

Define Vain Conceit 

Verse 1 

What is the therefore referring back 

to? (Look back into chapter 1) 



7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

GOD’S HOLINESS  

“When we think of God’s holiness we usually think of His infinite moral purity. That is correct, but there is 

more to it than that. The basic meaning of the word holy is separate and when used of God  it means among 

other things, that He is eternally separate from any degree of sin. He does not sin Himself and He cannot 

abide or condone sin in His moral creatures. He is not like the proverbial indulgent grandfather who winks at 

or ignores the mischievous disobedience of his grandson.  

Instead the Scriptures teach us that God’s holiness responds to sin with immutable and eternal hatred. To 

put it plainly, God hates sin. The psalmist said, “The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who 

do wrong,” and “God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day.” (Psalm 5:5, 7:11). Thus 

we see that God always hates sin and inevitably expresses His wrath against it.  

The cross, then, is an expression of God’s wrath toward sin as well as His love to us. It expresses His holiness 

in His determination to punish sin, even at the cost of His Son. And it expresses His love in sending His Son to 

bear the punishment we so justly deserved.  

So in answer to the question, “Why the cross?” we must say God’s holiness demanded it as punishment for 

our sins, and God’s love provided it to save us from our sins. We cannot begin to understand the true signifi-

cance of the cross unless we understand something of the holiness of God and the depth of our sin. And it is 

a continuing sense of the imperfection of our obedience, arising from the constant presence and remaining 

power of indwelling sin, that drives us more and more as believers to an absolute dependence on the grace 

of God given to us through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

As we… consider the work of Christ for us, we need to keep in mind our sin that necessitated it. For it is only 

against the dark backdrop of our sinfulness that we can see the glory of the cross shining forth in all its bril-

liance and splendor.. And we gaze upon the glory of the cross, we will also discover that Chris, in His great 

work for us, not only resolved our sin problem, but also secured for us those “unsearchable riches.” 

~Jerry Bridges. The gospel for Real Life p. 23-30 



9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

Do Everything Without Grumbling 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—

not only in my presence, but now much more in my ab-

sence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act 

in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that 

you may become blameless and pure, “children of 

God without fault in a warped and crooked genera-

tion.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky  

16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be 

able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor 

in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink 

offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I 

am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be 

glad and rejoice with me. 

 

Verses 12-13 

from ESV Study Bible, "They can rejoice 

in God’s empowering presence even as 

they work hard at living the responsible 

Christian lives.” 

This is a great reminder that we need to 

continue working hard but that is not 

where our salvation comes from 

 

 

 

 

How do you react when you fail? 

 

What does it look like to repent or fail 

well?  

 

 



Cross Reference Challenge: 

Who is Timothy? Where else does 

Paul talk about Timothy?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What characteristics did Timothy 

and Epaphroditus have that made 

them useful for the gospel?  

 

 

Timothy and Epaphroditus 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I 

also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have 

no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your 

welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not 

those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has 

proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served 

with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to 

send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24 And I am 

confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon. 

25 But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, 

my brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, who is also your 

messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For 

he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he 

was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had 

mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare 

me sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I am all the more eager 

to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad 

and I may have less anxiety. 29 So then, welcome him in the 

Lord with great joy, and honor people like him, 30 because he 

almost died for the work of Christ. He risked his life to make 

up for the help you yourselves could not give me. 



WHAT ARE TEN OBSERVATIONS YOU HAVE FROM THIS CHAPTER? 

WHAT ARE ONE  OR TWO THEMES YOU SEE THIS CHAPTER? 

WHAT DOES THIS PASSAGE SAY ABOUT WHO GOD IS? 

HOW DO WE RESPOND TO WHO HE IS? 

YOUR TWO OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS TO BRING TO BIBLE STUDY: 

SUMMARY 



Philippians 3 (NIV) 

No Confidence in the Flesh 

1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no 

trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is 

a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evil-

doers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the 

circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in 

Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh—

 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in 

the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of 

the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for 

zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on 

the law, faultless. 

 

Verses 3-4 

What are you putting your confidence 

in instead of Christ? (Intelligence, ath-

leticism, etc.) 

 

What are you in love with right now? 

(Sports, videogames, etc.) 

Define righteousness: 

Why is it so important that our righteous-

ness comes from Christ and not the law?  

 

Pressing on Towards the Goal 

GUIDING QUESTIONS? 

How can you use your gifting's and strengths to honor God?  

 

Why is Christ worth surrendering all that we have on Earth?  

 

Choose a verse to do a verse analysis on using the guide in the beginning of the study.  

 

OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  



7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 

sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 

garbage, that I may gain Christ9 and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteous-

ness that comes from God on the basis of faith.  

10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his res-

urrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resur-

rection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 

arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 

which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I 

do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 

thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 

what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Je-

sus. 

 

 

Verses 10-11 

What are you afraid to lose by 

following Christ? (popularity, 

relationships….) 

 

Do you understand what fol-

lowing Jesus really means for 

your life? (rejection, persecu-

tion) 

Verses 12-14 

How do we “daily press on to 

take hold of that which Christ 

Jesus took hold of for me?” 

 

What is the end goal of a Chris-

tian Life? 



Following Paul’s Example 

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of 

things. And if on some point you to think differently, that too 

God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we 

have already attained. 

17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sis-

ters, and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on 

those who live as we do.18 For, as I have often told you be-

fore and now tell you again even with tears, many live as en-

emies of the cross of Christ.  19 Their destiny is destruction, 

their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. 

Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in 

heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bod-

ies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Verses 15-21 

Who in your life is a Godly example 

that you can ask to meet with you? 

 

 

Who in your life are you surround-

ing yourself with that you need to 

be aware of?  

Verses 19-21 

What hope is found in this passage?  
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Philippians 4 (NIV) 

Closing Appeal for Steadfastness and Unity 

1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and 

long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, 

dear friends! 

2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the 

same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, my true compan-

ion, help these women since they have contended at my side 

in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of 

my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Final Exhortations 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let 

your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  

Verse 5 

Compare to Galatians 5:22-23: 

Where else in Philippians does Paul 

encourage the fruits of the spirit? 

 

 

Verse 2 

Look back on the previous chapters, 

what does Paul say about unity and 

what does he encourage the believ-

ers to do?  

Unity and Strength through Christ  

GUIDING QUESTIONS? 

What are you focused on? What does Paul command the church to spend their time thinking about?  

 

How can we also obtain the peace of God?  

 

What have you learned from the book of Philippians that you need to “put into practice” as Paul says in 

4:9? 

 

OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS 



7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understand-

ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praisewor-

thy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or 

received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into prac-

tice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

Thanks for Their Gifts 

10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your 

concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no 

opportunity to show it.11 I am not saying this because I am in 

need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circum-

stances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it 

is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 

living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him 

who gives me strength. 

14 Yet it was good of you to share in my trou-

bles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early 

days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out 

from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the 

matter of giving and receiving, except you only;  

Verses 8-9 

Are you aware of what you are 

thinking? 

Cross reference:  

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 

 

If God is a God of Peace, what does 

that mean for His people?  For You?  

 

Verses 12-13 

Most people know verse 13,  but what 

does it mean in the context of the pas-

sage and the book? 

Define Contentment:  

 

 



16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid 

more than once when I was in need.17 Not that I desire your 

gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your ac-

count. 18 I have received full payment and have more than 

enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, 

an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will 

meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in 

Christ Jesus. 

20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Final Greetings 

21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and 

sisters who are with me send greetings. 22 All God’s peo-

ple here send you greetings, especially those who belong to 

Caesar’s household. 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spir-

it. Amen. 

Who are some people you know 

that you can share the Gospel 

with when you go home? 

Verse 16 

How can you give to God’s 

Kingdom? 

Verse 19 

What needs was Paul assuring to the 

Philippians that God would fulfill? In 

what ways were they in need?  
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